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Quality Enhancement Update 

Document Control Information 

1. Purpose

This document is intended to apprise members of important updates to quality assurance matters 
for session 2020-21. 

2. Higher National Graded Unit Assessments 2020-21

The SQA has formally announced that they will remove the need to complete assessments 
for the HN Graded units, except for in a small number of exceptions. Colleges will have the 
opportunity to provide estimated results in place of the graded unit assessments. Further 
guidance on how estimates might be reached for various types of graded units will be issued 
during w/c 9th November. Details of the announcement can be found on the SQA website 
SQA Graded Unit  

3. SQA Pre-Verification Services 
SQA announced at he start of the new session that they would be extending their prior-
verification service to cater for the flexibilities in assessment that are in place for 2020-21.
Pre-verification is now the overarching term used by SQA for the following:

• Prior Verification (pre-existing)
• Combining Assessments (new)
• Changes to Conditions (new)

Details of these services can be found on the Quality Assurance of the SQA website here: 
SQA Quality Assurance. 

A separate form for each service is available via the link above. Staff who wish to use any of 
these services should submit the SQA form to the Quality department, who will then log the 
requests before sending off to SQA. 

Item 08

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/95517.html?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTW1aalpUVTNNR0U0TnpWaCIsInQiOiJQVEZ0d3ZLWDJCNm11MFRhb3VoSzNpVjArMzhyXC8zZGdGaVZHSVFWbHFPcmVqVkd4U290anBoQjRcL1pcL2U2a0NRdzRBSlwvd2ZoZUZ0MWdMeDNvXC9MTVQxcVRDbE1mbjdwT01jcWRvMFpRdEo1c3hcL0tuRlJWV0RKYlpiY25iU0hCRiJ9
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/90741.html
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4. Mid-Block Review   

The mid-block review process is being modified for 2020-21 to simplify the process. Course 
teams will be asked to report on early retention, processing withdrawals and progression. 
Further details will be provided by a verbal update at the meeting.   

 
5. Professional Development Review (PDR) 

Line Managers have been issued with the PDR paperwork. The target date for line managers 
to have met with each member of staff is 20th November.  

The PDR process for teaching staff has changed this year to align it with the Professional 
Standards for Lecturers in Scotland’s Colleges. 

The PDR process for support staff is similar to that used in 2019-20. 

 

John Gallagher (QEDM) 

29 October 2020 
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