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GLASGOW KELVIN COLLEGE
Finance & Resources Committee — 24 November 2020
Student Support Funds Update

Report by Head of Finance and Finance Manager

1. Introduction

The purpose of this report is to provide members of the Financial Control
Committee with final student support fund expenditure figures for session
2020/21 and an update in respect of applications received to date in the
current session.

2. Student Support Funds
21 Session 2020/21

The budgetary allocations and actual spend for the session are summarised
below. The initial funding allocations were made by the Scottish Funding
Council (SFC) in consultation with the Glasgow Colleges Regional Board
(GCRB). The College then applied for additional funding through the re-
distribution process mid-year. Members should note that these funds must
be spent in line with the guidance issued by the SFC and are not available
for any other purpose.

FE Discretionary |FE Childcare Fund|HE Childcare |HE Discretionar
SESSION 2020/21 Bursary | ind (FEDF) ! (FECC) Fund (HECC) |Fund (HEDF) g
2019/20 Funds b/f £388,177 £6,568 £22,623 £36,035 £3,008
Funds Allocation £4,410,511 £750,000 £1,000,000 £300,000 £140,632
ESF/YEI Allocation £0 £0 £0 £0 £0
IY Redistribution £0 £0 £0 £0 £0
COVID-19 Allocation £0 £0 £0 £0 £0
Clawback (GCRB/SAAS) -£388,177 -£6,568 -£22,623 -£36,035 £0
Potential Virement £0 £0 £0 £0 £0
Total Available £4,410,511 £750,000 £1,000,000 £300,000 £143,640
Expenditure to date £1,009,035 £25,719 £76,265 £33,080 £12,982
Forecast £2,561,396 £405,500 £524,000 £232,500 £130,658
Total Commitment £3,570,431 £431,219 £600,265 £265,580 £143,640
Balance £840,080 £318,781 £399,735 £34,420 £0
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Application Status 2020/21

The College has received the following applications so far for session 2020/21:

Fund No of applications
Bursary 1767
Childcare 245
Discretionary 566

There have been no Bursary/EMA appeals to date.

Overall, the current bursary commitment is just over £3.5m with a small number
of applications which have not been either fully processed or formally withdrawn
and there will potentially be January start courses which have still to be
confirmed.

There has also been an increase in the number applications for Care
Experienced (CE) bursaries. During session 2019/20 at total of 83 CE bursaries
were awarded. In comparison, the college has received 104 applications to date
during session 2020/21.

The Childcare Fund opened for applications in mid-June, there have so far been
168 awards processed this academic year. This is around 95 less than the same
time last academic year. There are currently another 2 new applications to be
assessed with a further 16 already assessed that have been returned to the
student for additional information.

We are still open to receive further applications.

We are unsure of the reason for the high drop off in applications however, some
possible explanations are detailed below;

One of the parents have now lost their job/are at home to look after the kids

As the majority of the course is online, parents have decided to keep their kids
at home with them rather than place them in nursery

The Discretionary Fund opened for applications on 6" October and will close on
the 17th of November. As it did not open until 4 weeks later than last year it is
not possible to do an accurate comparison.

There have been 161 awards processed so far, broken down as follows;

General Hardship — 76

Part Time Travel — 71

Emergency — 11

Disability (used to pay for Educational Psychologist visit) - 3

There are currently 159 new applications still to be assessed, with 166 further
applications that have already been assessed, but returned to the student for
additional information.

The ability of the College to fully fund student support during the current session
is not currently considered to be a high risk matter. The value of the commitment
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will be monitored carefully in the coming weeks and reported to the next meeting
of the Finance and Resources Committee.

In-year Management of Student Support Allocations 2020/21

Members will be aware that colleges annually receive an invitation to relinquish
unspent student support funds or request an increase to their student support
allocations. The deadline for this submission is 23 November 2020 and the
outcome will be reported to the next meeting of the Finance and Resources
Committee.

COVID-19 — Session 2020/21

As increasing amounts of learning migrates on-line, for many students there is
a real risk that they can no longer afford the costs associated with learning,
especially as part-time work declines and as the costs of accessing and
participating in online learning become a more significant proportion of living
costs.

In order to provide learners access to the technology they need in support of
their studies, a pro-forma is available on the MyKelvin App allowing students
who require a digital device or Wi-Fi access the opportunity to submit an
application. To date approximately 1200 applications have been received and
202 are eligible to be funded through FE Discretionary funds at a cost of £46k.
This amount is included in FE Discretionary funds forecast.

Resource Implications

The contents of this report have no significant resource implications in respect of
the College Income and Expenditure account.

Equalities

No adverse impacts on people with protected characteristics have been identified
as a consequence of this report.

Risk and Assurance
There is a slight risk of excess demand for funds.

In respect of assurance, the student support funds are audited by the College
Internal Auditor each year in accordance with Scottish Funding Council Audit
Guidance. The outcome of the audit is reported by the Internal Auditor to the Audit
and Risk Committee annually.

Data Protection

The Student Support Teams hold a significant volume of sensitive personal
information in respect of learners and their families. This is managed carefully
within the terms of the College’s Data Protection Policy and procedures.



8. Recommendations

Members of the Finance and Resources Committee are recommended to note the
contents of this report.

9. Further Information

Members of the Finance and Resources Committee can obtain further information
on the contents of this report from Alan Carr, Head of Finance,
acarr@glasgowkelvin.ac.uk, Andrea Daly, Finance Manager,
adaly@glasgowkelvin.ac.uk or the Principal, dsmeall@glasgowkelvin.ac.uk.

AC/AD
Glasgow Kelvin College
November 2020
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