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1. Purpose 

 This document is intended to apprise members of important updates to quality 

assurance matters for session 2021-22. 

 
2. Delivery, Assessment and Verification of SQA Vocational Qualifications 

 The SQA has recently provided guidance to support the delivery, assessment 

and verification of vocational qualifications during session 2021-22. A copy of that 

guidance can be found on the SQA website here 

 As was the case last session, the guidance allows for assessment via the 

traditional route, the amended assessment route, and in exceptional cases, by 

assessing to the course aims whilst following any subject specific guidance. The 

alternative approach to Graded Units will also be available. 

 
3. SQA National Qualifications’ Examination Arrangements for 2021-22 

 
 The SQA has indicated that the end-of-session examinations for the NQ 

Subjects will be re- introduced during the current session. 

 
 The College offers SQA NQ qualifications in the following subjects: 

 

• Biology 

• Mathematics 

• Psychology 

• Gaelic 

• Gàidhlig 

• ESOL 

• Cantonese, and 

• Mandarin 
 
 The SQA will provide subject updates on their website here 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/96759.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/98820.html


5 

 

4. Glasgow Kelvin College’s New Quality Assurance Arrangements (2021-22) 
 

A copy of the guide to the new Quality Assurance Arrangements is attached for 
reference. These new arrangements will provide college managers and teaching 
staff with a framework which will enable real-time monitoring of retention and 
achievement, and thus provide an early opportunity for remedial action. 

 
5. Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF) 
 

The programmes which are credit-rated by the College, using the SCQF, provided 
2295 enrolments in AY 2020-21. These programmes continue to form an 
important element of our widening access provision by offering courses across 
many subject areas. The Quality Senior Curriculum Managers’ (QSCM) Forum will 
assume responsibility for the day-to-day running of the programmes. 

 
A review of the College’s SCQF processes is taking place by the Quality 
Enhancement and Development Manager and the Director of Learning 
Innovation and Curriculum, which will focus on providing an updated approach 
to the following: 

 

• Approval of new provision. 

o The academic case; and 

o The business case. 

• Annual Review of each programme. 

• Renewal of courses which are approaching their expiry date. 

• Additional Requirements for Third-Party programmes. 

 
The target date for the introduction of the new processes is 30th September 2021. 

 

6. Resource Implications 
 
 There are no resource implications arising directly from this report 
 

7. Equalities 
 
 There are no equality implications arising directly from this report. 

 

8. Risk and Assurance 
 
 This report provides assurance that the College is adhering to current quality 

assurance guidance provided by awarding bodies. 

 

9. Data Protection 
 
 There are no data protection implications arising directly from this report 
  



 
10. Recommendations 
 

Members are recommended to note the contents of the report. 
  

11. Further Information 
 

Members can obtain additional information on the contents of this report from John 
Gallagher, Quality Enhancement Manager (jgallagher@glasgowkelvin.ac.uk) or Robin 
Ashton, Vice Principal Curriculum and Quality Enhancement 
(rashton@glasgowkelvin.ac.uk)  

 
 
 
John Gallagher (QEDM)  
25th August 2021 
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